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Yokohama, Japan 
20 September 1946 
Case Ho* 37 


UNITED STATES OS' AMERICA VS IWAO KAWASAKI 

anlast at JUa ilaCOgga^flaagla 


1* The attached record of trial of Iwao Kawasaki at Yokohama, Japan from 
3 June 1943 to 10 June 1946, by a Military Commission appointed by paragraph 36, 
Special Orders Ho. 138, Headquarters Eighth Army, United Statee Array, dated 29 
May 1946, having been referred to the Staff Judge Advocate, this review is sub¬ 
mitted to the Commanding General. 


HAKBl 
AGE I 

RESIDENCES 
MARITAL STATUS! 
RELATIVES! 
EDUCATIONS 
VOCATIONS 
MILITARY CAREERS 


Iwao Kawasaki. 

Twenty-eight (38). 

Previouely in Hiroshima. 

Married. 

father. Mother and sister dead. 

Thirteen years schooling. 

Bank employee. 

Entered Japanese Army 1 December 1940, served In 
Transportation Corps, in China, Hanking, Shanghai 
and Hankow! then with a transportation unit at 
Hiroshima from December 1943 to 1 February 1944. 
He served at the Fukuoka prisoner of war District 
Headquarters 1 to 13 February 1944 and thereafter 
until the end of the war at Humber 3 Branch Camp, 


2. Synopsis of Chargee, Pleas, Finding®, Legal Sufficiency and Sentence! 


anti saKiflffUm 

Plena 

Siattam 

Legally 

Malaai 

Charge! Between 1 February 1944 and 

1 September 1945 while a Sergeant in 
Imperial Army of Japan, at PW Camp 

Ho. 3, Kokuro, Fukuoka, Japan, ac¬ 
cused did, willfully and unlawfully 
commit cruel. Inhuman and brutal acts, 
atrocities and other offenses against 
certain -American and Allied PW's, in 
violation of the Laws and Customs of 
War, 

HO 

6 

Tee 

Sp Is About 14 May 1944 accused did 
willfully and unlawfully brutally mis¬ 
treat and torture William C, Cash, 
Thomas B. Armitage and Hunroe Dave 
Woodall, American TV's by beating and 
kicking them, by forcing water into 
their mouths and noses and by press¬ 
ing lighted cigarettes against their 
bodies. 

HO 

HO 


,Sp 2 s About November 1944, adcu*ed 

HO 

G 

Yee 


did willfully and unlawfully abuse 
and torture william C. Mahoney an 
American PW by throwing him into 
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Guilty, except Yes 

the words "and contribute 
to the death of". Of the 
excepted words, Not guilty 


NO 


a pit t)t water during cold weather 
and by forcing him to kneel, while 
naked with a pole behind hie Jcneee, 

Sp 31 About April 1946 accused did SO 
willfully and unlawfully abuse, mis¬ 
treat, torture and contribute to the 
death of Bay S* Wheeler, an American 
by beating hia and exposing hia 
out of doors to cold weather without 
clothing, 

Sp 4* About July 1945, accused did NG 
willfully and unlawfully abuse and 
beat Jamas Edward Martin, an American 
Ftf, by striking his with a club after 
placing his in a water reservoir, 

Sp 5i Between 1 February 1944 and SG G Yes 

1 September 1945, accused did will¬ 
fully and unlawfully abuse, mistreat, 
beat and torture various American and 
Allied Fa’* e. 

Sentence Imposed: Confinement at hard labor for twenty-five (3S) years. 

Maximum legal Punishment: Death, 

a, » 

By an exchange of correspondence between the United states and Japan 
through the Svlse legation, the Japanese Government recognized the provision® 
set forth in the Geneva Prisoner of War Convention and the Geneva lied Cross 
Convention, both of July 37, 1929, and declared it would follow them with ne¬ 
cessary alterations as to names, offices, and the like (Ex. 1), 

AnAo, Specification 2x The affidavit of prisoner of war Mahoney state® 
that Mahoney was thrown into a water pit end forced to stay there for about an 
hour in cold weather during November 1944. The Japanese then put a bamboo pole 
in back of his knees and he was forced to kneel naked for two haurg in the cold. 
Four daye later he was hospitalized for 45 days. He Identified one of these Jap¬ 
anese as Kawasaki (phonetic), about 6 * 5 " tall, weighed about 135-140 lbs, had 
close cropped hair, wore thin, horn-rimmed glasses, no unusual characteristics, 
had regular features and was not bad looking, could speak some English and Beam¬ 
ed to be fairly well educated (Ex. 6). Except for the glasses this description 
of tho accused tallies closely with that given in the prepared statement of pri¬ 
soner of war lieutenant Winnifred 0. Dorris (Ex. 19). The Japanese camp command¬ 
er, Major Hikitake, testified that the accused "hardly ever wore glass®® 1 *, (R.66), 

As to Spe cification 3 : A second affidavit of Prisoner of War Mahoney 
charges that Sergeant Bay Wheeler, an American fw vae beaten "terrifically* by 
"Kawasake (phonetic)* in front of the guardhouse, for smoking after hours. He 
was beaten a number of times with a solid bamboo pole about six feet long and 
as round as a baseball bat, for about half an hour. He was beaten all over the 
body, and then able to kneel naked for about two hours outside in cold tempera¬ 
ture,! Two days later he had pneumonia and died shortly thereafter (Fa, 13). 
Mahoney fixes the time of this incident in January 1946, others fix it in March 
or April (t-x, 7, 9, 10, 11). 

/inio-Specification S: Prisoner of war lieutenant Colonel Winnifred 0, 
Dorris signed a verified statement on 26 September 1946, prepared from personal 
notes kept by him during his Imprisonment at Fukuoka Cemp No. 3, In this ho 
names Serge*at I. Kawasaki and one other as "responsible for the beatings and 
tortures eosraitted la the camp". He refers to him »« a perpetrator of the beat¬ 
ings, mistreatment, etc., and described him and hie actions as follows! 
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B I KA'TASAKI j Sergeant, saw action in China hut was returned to 
Japan due to physical disabilities, in charge of pay section and cornmi th¬ 
eory supplies, 5*8" tall, 145 pounds, 35 years eld, medium built, dark 
brown eyes, no mustache, no glasses, stammered slightly in speaking, round 
face and chin, slightly round shoulders, no soars or amputations, erect, 
medium gait, military bearing and walked in straight normal manner, spoke 
some English, spoke Chinese fluently. His home was in Hiroshima end had 
been a bank clerk in that city previous to his military service. Married 
and wife worked with the Japanese Had Cross.", 

"The men were beaten with sticks, clubs and rifle butts for no 
reason at all. This was a daily affair. In some cases, men were beaten 
for violating camp orders; such ae, getting caught smoking out of hours. 
The guard would take the men up to the guardhouse, beet them up with their 
fists, stripped them of their clothes and then threw them outside in & 
water tank. This usually happened in winter time. After about two or 
three hours of this kind of torture, they would be sent back to the bar¬ 
racks and in the barracks the men would most always be given some form of 
punishment; eudh as, in being unable to get the next issue of cigarettes'*. 

His affidavit of 18 February 1946 includes the following state¬ 
ment! 


"Sergeant I. KAWASAKI, pay sergeant; Sergeant T. AHATA, mess ser¬ 
geant; and Sergeant H, T8BABA, medical sergeant; also took their turns as 
Officer of the Hay. While they were on duty or while they were just walk¬ 
ing around the camp, they would each beat prisoners for not saluting, for 
improper dress, for not working hard enough around the camp, for smoking 
at a time not permitted or for any other reason that might occur to them. 
These beatings were usually administered by striking with their hands or 
kicking with their feet, but clubs were used at times. This paragraph ap¬ 
plies to a somewhat more limited extent to Sub. 2>t. H03HIK0, when he wee 
Officer of the Day, and to T. NA&AMTJBA, Interpreter. (Ex. 20). 

The affidavit of prisoner of war Keefe states that the J&paneeo pay ser¬ 
geant Kowalasaki (phonetic) commonly slapped prisoners of war for such things as 
not counting off properly while in rank (Ex. 14). The affidavit of prisoner of 
war McIntyre states that Sergeant Kawasakae was responsible for beatings of pri¬ 
soners of war for minor offenses. He beat prisoners for such offenses as pooling 
blankets and sleeping together in cold weather, gambling, and being unable to re¬ 
cite the orders of the day in Japanese. He was described ae being about 5'4 B , 

145 pounds, age 38, very neat, liked music and could play a good many instrument*! 
(8k* 15,16). Prisoners of War Ouilette described Kalieaki as having els&rg® of 
issuing cigarettes and cookies at the camp. He often struck Ouilette and other 
prisoners in the face with his hands (Ex. 17). Numerous heatings are aloe re¬ 
ferred to in Exhibits 18 and 20. 

b. mm 

The accused took ths stand and testified in his own behalf under oath. 

He was a Japanese Army finance sergeant (B. 11), 28 years of age. His home was 
in Hiroshima* He had 13 years of schooling (H. Ill), and was employed In a bank 
prior to entering the army (8. 112). He was assigned to Fukuoka Branch Camp Do. 

3 from 13 February 1944 to the end of ths war (E. 12, 112). His duties consisted 
of issuing supplies to the officers among the prisoners of war, paymaster for the 
prisoner of war non-eostaissloned officers,in charge of the prisoner of war canteen 
and also took charge and supervised ths dally needs of the prisoners of war, also 
was in charge and led the social part of the prisoners of war and also aided in 
the church services (B. 12, 138). Be issued cookies end eigarettoe to the prison¬ 
er! of War (B, 39, 140). He wee appointed duty HCO at times. He had some super¬ 
visory work of the guards in personnel matters. Roll call of the orlconers was 
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held twice a day, in the morning and afternoon (B* 13), Be had so»e knowledge 
of 'Snglioh (K, 133), He testified he never were glasses nor had gold teeth (a. 
14), 


The accused denied any cruelties except three elappinga <H, 133 , 123 , 
242, 143* 160* 166) one Indian, one Dutchman and one American# She names of 
these victims were act given. He stated that slapping end striking is need as 
m admonition in the Japanese Aray (B, 166), In the camp minor inf factions 
were dealt with by admonitions (H« 167* 168), 

fSajor Riid take, Japanese Camp Commander testified for the accused ae 
well as to identify the accused on "behalf of the prosecution (R, 43)# Be des¬ 
cribed the ams denote us manner in which the accused performed his duties in¬ 
cluding the supervision of recreation among the prisoners of war and the pro- 
curamt of supplies. He and his parents provided may Christmas presents for 
the prisoners* He never scolded the accused nor did. he receive any complaints 
about his from the prisoners (B, 47-51). 

Tafia© 'vatanabe testified that he was stationed at the Fsafeaoka Main 
Prisoner of War Camp and visited Branch Camp Ho* 3 about twice a yecr where 
ho saw the accused, the accused visited Ma about once In two months* The 
witness told of the efficient manner in which the accused handled his job 
and the general nature of his activities in organising musical programs and 
securing food and other supplies (R. 74-79), 

Keissaburo Ogaml, a medical doctor testified with reference to con¬ 
ditions that oredispose toward pneumonia (R. 80, 81). He further testified 
about the identifying features of the aocused. He did not believe the ac¬ 
cused would be guilty of the mistreatment with which he is charged (a. 83). 

Ho told of the efforts made by the accused to care for the needs of tin© pri¬ 
soners of war (H. 87-89). It appears to be understood that any atrocity 
which sight "be committed in a prisoner of war cams would occur after the 
com&ndsnt and the officers went home (R, 89, 90* 98). 

'eizo Sagakum, convicted war criminal, a corporal in. the trap, stated 
that ho never saw the accused commit any of the atrocities charged (B# 93). 
However, in sugaao Prison, the accused admitted slapping some prisoner® (R. 93). 

The defense submitted several statements purported to bs signed by 
prisoners of war at the came camp. They refer to the efforts of the accused 
to raise the morale of the prisoners of war in the camp (Ex. f, g, k* 1* J). 
However all are dated prior to the liberation of the prisoners cm 17 Septem¬ 
ber 1946 (E*# 30). One statement Indicates It use written by request, but 
whether these statements were signed under duress is not indicated (Rs, 6). 

This statement add* that the accused made an effort "to alleviate to seme 
email degree the lot of the prisoners of war in tide earap H . This recognizee 
that the lot of the prisoners of war in the amp was somewhat distressing. 

4. Opinion i 

The record Is sufficient to legally sustain the findings of the Com¬ 
mission and the sentence imposed. The Commission was constituted by proper 
authority and had jurisdiction over the accused and the offences charged. 

>Yom the evidence the guilt of the accused is established. The records 
fails to disclose any error injuriously affecting the substantial rights 
of the aecaeed. The evidence snpports the findings. There me no eviden¬ 
ce that the accused was not sans at th* time the alleged acts vam commit¬ 
ted or at the time of trial. The accused was given a fair trial, me ably 
defended* produced witnesses on his own behalf and took the stand Meself 
after being warned of his rights. The proof supported the findings beyond 
a reasonable doubt. 

5* qfli 1 

Ho letters of clemency have been submitted on behalf of the accused. 
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fha Oemtsalon sentenced the accused to eoafinaaeat At hard labor far 
tventy-fita }«tri« 7b* Matas** la legal and it n^porM by the evidanoe. 

The aeeasad va* th# perpetrator of naserons beatings sad othar atre- 
eitles. These outveigh eonaldarations of cleswnoy for tba aeeneed. It la re- 
ooanandad that clemency ba denied and that tba sentence ba approved. Sugsmo 
Prison, Tokyo, Honshu, Japan, it tba appropriate plana of confinement. 

§m Action I 

A form of notion designed to carry this reeoansendatlon into offtot is 

attached berate. 


/*/ gyrU ^ 

CYRIL ». HXU, 

It. Colonel, CAC 

Assistant Staff Judge Advocate 

I CO'fOUH, Exempt at to tha length of tha confinement providad in the sentence. 

The accused was found entity of only tbraa of the five specifications of vhleh 
ha tsas charged. Wo deaths or parsomant injuries are included. 

A form of action approving only IS years of the 26 years confinement adjudged 
is attaohad barato for yonr approval. 


/»/ 4UaaJkJaa«i>i. 

ALLAH R. imOWSS 
It. Co loud, JACJB 
Army Judge Advocate 
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mam assy 

Uni ted States Army 
APO 343 


Yokohama, Japan 


In the foregoing ease of Iwao Kawasaki, only so much of the santestee as 
provides for eonfinement at hard labor for a ported of fifteen (15) years is 
approved and vill be executed* The Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Honshu, Japan,, or 
eleevhere at the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, or ether proper 
authority, my direct, le designated as the plaoe of confinement. 


a, i. BicmBasoss 

lieutenant General, U, S, Army 
Commanding 
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3 October 1546 


I oertify that when I explained the aright* of the roousmkJ. 
to lymc Xavaeefcl, X told hi* he had the right to reaaln 
«IUat, la addl tioa to the other matter* shewn la the m~ 
eerd la connection with that warning. 



/•/ 


or,msr i. wmtsoTi 

It, Col., CAT, 
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